
Literacy Block in 

Action- 3rd Grade  

Presented by:Yasmin Hernandez and Rocio Peña

September 2019

San Felipe Del Rio CISD

Staff Development 



What is the Literacy Block ?

The literacy block provides direct

instruction and independent 

practice and experiences in order for 

students to master written and oral 

communication.



Components of the Literacy Block 

K- 2nd

Morning Message

 Phonological Awareness

 Phonics/HFW

 Shared Reading

 Small Group /Literacy Centers

Writing Workshop

 Language Conventions

 Spelling 

 Handwriting

 Read Aloud

3rd -5th

 Bell Ringer

 TEKS/Objective Instruction

 Phonics and Spelling

 Interactive Read Aloud and 

Vocabulary

 Shared Reading/Anchor 

Text/Paired Selection

 Guided Reading Reader 

Response/Literacy Stations

 Writing and Grammar

 Handwriting 

 Oral Language / Fluency 



Today’s GOAL…...

★ To MODEL the components of the Literacy 

Block for teachers to facilitate instructional 

delivery in Reading and Writing. (8:30-10:00)

★ To provide an opportunity to revise, adjust 

and create lesson plans for week 1.4          
(10:00-11:30)



Learning Targets

Reading
I can visualize the sequence of events in a story I read.
Language Target: I’ll improve my reading comprehension by practicing 

skills like visualization to sequence the events using a graphic organizer.  

Writing
I can write a complete sentence with a subject and predicate.

Language Target: I’ll use more complex grammar when I write by using 

subject and predicate. 

Phonics

I can identify words with long vowel sounds.

Language Target: I’ll understand how letters represent English sounds. 



Let’s Get Started !



Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

Bell Ringer  Daily Activity

 Teacher led

 Teacher/Student Led

 Targeted Skills

 Possible Resources: Lone Star 

Reading, RTI reading by Forde-

Ferrier, STAAR Master, 

Countdown to STAAR, etc. 



TEKS 3.4B- Context Clues 





Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

TEKS/Objective 

Instruction 

• Explicit Instruction-

Gradual Release of Responsibility      

(I Do, We Do, You Do)

• Collaborative Groups

• Whole 

• Skill



TEKS 3.8 Plot Elements  

• Refer to Learning Target 

• Plot  Anchor Chart

• Suggested Literature:                                      

The Perils of Maxine



Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

Phonics 
Spelling 

• Explicit Instruction- Gradual 

Release of Responsibility 

• Connect Decoding and 

Encoding

• Skill 

• Whole Group 

• Small Group

• Target Words



TEKS   3.2 B.iv
Long a: ay, ai, a_e, ea, eigh, ei, ey

https://catalog.mcgraw-

hill.com/repository/protected_content/COMPOUND/50000403/1

/58/

https://catalog.mcgraw-hill.com/repository/protected_content/COMPOUND/50000403/1/58/




Lesson 

• Display the spelling words. Read them aloud, drawing out the long a sound in 

each.

• Point out the spelling patterns in tray and plain. Point out that both words have 

long a sounds. Remind students that ay is the long a spelling found at the end of a 

word or syllable.

• Demonstrate sorting the spelling words by pattern under key words tray and plain. 

Sort a few words. Point out that the ai spelling for a long a never appears at the 

end of a word.

• Then use the Dictation Sentences. Say the underlined word, read the sentence, 

and repeat the word. Have students write the words. Then have students check 

their papers.



Dictation Sentences

• He is wearing a plain white shirt.

• I like to braid my hair.

• If I study, I won’t fail the test.

• The grain was harvested in the fall.

• A snail moves very slowly.

• What color did you paint your room?

• The trees sway in the wind.

• The waiter carried our food on a tray.

• Elephants are huge gray animals.





Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

Interactive Read 

Aloud and 

Vocabulary

15 min

• 2-3 levels above reading level     

• Three main stopping points in the story: pre-

selected and target a specific skill 

• Reading TO Students

• Skill 

• Before:  Hook the reader?

• During:  Model Good Reading Strategies:  reading 

with expression and  model think aloud

• After:  Academic Talks, Interaction about text



TEKS 3.7 D – Retell and Paraphrase Text in a 

way that maintains meaning and logical order

Suggested Titles:  Ready for Aloha!

The Name Jar

The Rag Coat



Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

• Participate in collaborative 

discussions

• Present information relevant to the 

skill

• Prosody

Oral Language 

2 days/week 

Fluency 

3 days/week 

10 min



TEKS 

Model Component





Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

Shared 

Reading 
(Days 1-2)

Anchor Text
(Days 3-6)

Paired Selection
(Days 7-8)

• Projected Text

• Reading WITH Students

• Skill ___________

• Interactive Read Aloud / Think Aloud 

• Genre___________

• On grade level or above

• Vocabulary ______

• Diverse Learners_________

• Closure



• Make, correct, or confirm predictions 

using text features and characteristics 

of genre.

• Create mental images to deepen 

understanding.

• Analyze plot elements, including the 

sequence of events.

• Learn new expressions heard during 

classroom instruction and interactions.

• Explain the significance of various 

ethnic and/or cultural celebrations in 

the local community and other 

communities.



TEKS 
• 3.3.B The student is expected to: use context within and beyond a 

sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and 

multiple-meaning words;

• 3.6.D The student is expected to: create mental images to deepen 

understanding;

• 3.8.C The student is expected to: analyze plot elements, including 

the sequence of events, the conflict, and the resolution; and

• 3.9.A The student is expected to: demonstrate knowledge of 

distinguishing characteristics of well-known children's literature 

such as folktales, fables, fairy tales, legends, and myths;

• 3.10.C The student is expected to: explain the author's use of print 

and graphic features to achieve specific purposes;



Vocabulary

• culture

• Symbols

• traditions





Author’s Craft: Description

How does the author help you 

understand how Yoon feels about 

the present her mother gives her?



How do you know jade is important in Yoon’s culture?





Author’s Craft: Repetition

Let’s reread the first paragraph on page 34 and identify the 

repeated words. (turn, turn; faster, slower, faster; turned 

and turned)

Why did the author repeat these words?







How does the author show 

through dialogue that the 

older girl knows nothing 

about the bracelet? How 

does her answer to the 

teacher’s question compare 

with Yoon’s answer?











Week 1.4 

in 

Action 

September 2019



Today’s GOAL…...

★ To MODEL the components of the Literacy 

Block for teachers to faciliate instructional 

delivery in Reading and Writing. (1:00-2:30) 

★ To provide an opportunity to revise, adjust 

and create lesson plans for week 1.4. (2:30-4:00)



11:30-1:00
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Literacy Block Literacy Block 

Components

Guided Reading 

Reader Response

Literacy Stations

• Guided Reading Groups 

Text based-grouped by reading level

Skill based-one or two skills per lesson

• TEKS based stations- open ended, easily 

differentiated and independent 

• Skill State Focus

• Explicit Print Awareness & Comprehension

• Management System

• Clear procedures/expectations 

• Closure of small group lesson

• Diverse Learners
• Literacy Rich Environment



Texas Wonders Leveled Readers
Leveled Readers Legend:  A- Approaching, O- On Level, B- Beyond, 

ELL- English Learners

Genre: Realistic Fiction 
A: The Special Meal Lexile: 380L 

O: A Row of Lamps Lexile: 410L 

ELL: A Row of Lamps Lexile: 310L 

B: Dragons on the Water Lexile: 700L 

Paired Selections Genre: Expository 
A: More About Mole

O: Diwali

ELL: Diwali

B: A Great Tradition



Leveled Reader Lesson Card



Literacy Workstations







Organization 













Literacy 

Block 

Literacy Block 

Components

Writing and 

Grammar

Handwriting 

• Language Convention

• Handwriting

• Modeled Writing

• Shared/Interactive Writing

• Guided Writing

• Independent Writing

• Closure

• Evidence of writing process

• Diverse Learners



Writing Prompt :  How does Yoon 

change from the beginning of the 

story to the end?
• What is the prompt asking you to write?

(to describe how Yoon changes in the story)

• Let’s reread to look for text evidence that shows 

what Yoon thinks, says, and does at the 

beginning of the story, the middle, and the end 

to help us answer the prompt.



TEKS 

Model Component

Independent Writing 



After Independent Writing:

Step 1: Listen carefully and politely as the writer 

reads his or her work aloud.

Step 2: Begin by telling what you liked about the 

writing.

Step 3: Ask a question about the order of events to 

make sure the writer used the correct sequence.

Step 4: Give suggestions for adding descriptive 
details and using different kinds of sentences.



Grammar 

Every complete sentence is made up of a complete subject and a 

complete predicate.

The complete subject tells who or what the 

sentence is about:

Our friend Katherine .

The pink balloon .



A complete predicate tells the 

verb, or what a subject is or does. 

Predicates can be one or more 

words:
Our friend Katherine collects crystal 

necklaces.

The pink balloon floated into the air.



https://catalog.mcgraw-

hill.com/repository/protected_content/COMP

OUND/50000297/55/98/

https://catalog.mcgraw-hill.com/repository/protected_content/COMPOUND/50000297/55/98/




Handwriting 





Writing Process

Over a period of approximately 20 days

Unit 1 and 2 / Unit 3 and 4 

The student will be exposed to the 

writing process and produce one 

writing sample 



Over a period of approximately 10 days

Week 5 and 6 

The student will be exposed to the 

writing process and produce one 

writing sample 



Week 1.4 

in 

Action 

September 2019



Today’s GOAL…...

★ To MODEL the components of the Literacy 

Block for teachers to faciliate instructional 

delivery in Reading and Writing. 

★ To provide an opportunity to revise, adjust 

and create lesson plans for week 1.4






