SAN FELIPE DEL RIO CISD

Press Release — July 11, 2023

2023-2024 BACK-TO-SCHOOL REMINDER: CLEAR BACKPACK POLICY REMAINS
IN EFFECT FOR 6-12TH GRADE STUDENTS

In preparation for the 2023-24 school year, SFDRCISD will send out its annual Back-To-School
Highlights Edition this coming week with important reminders and updates for parents and
students. Among these, is the reminder that the Clear Backpack Policy remains in effect for all
6th-12th grade students attending secondary schools.

Last August, SFDRCISD implemented various measures to improve school safety. Among
these, is a local requirement that students entering 6"-12"" grade be permitted to only bring clear
backpacks to school. Students who participate in extracurricular activities may bring non-
transparent bags only to store items pertaining to their particular activity (i.e. band, athletics, etc.).
These bags must be checked-in upon arrival and are always subject to search.

Although encouraged, students in grades PK-5" grade are not required to use clear backpacks
at school.


https://www.sfdr-cisd.org/media/pqagveyy/clear-backpack-faq_sfdr.pdf
https://www.sfdr-cisd.org/media/0fvjahgt/clear-backpack-faq_sfdr-spanish.pdf
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CLEAR BACKPACK FAQ:

In an effort to improve the safety measures currently in place, SEFDRCISD requires all middle school and high
school students to use clear backpacks. Students participating in an extracurricular activity are permitted to
carry non-transparent bags to store items pertaining to their particular activity (i.e. band, athletics, etc.). Upon
entry into the school, all extracurricular activity bags must be stored in designated areas. All bags are subject to
search.

Additionally, the maximum size for non-transparent bags that students in grades 6-12 will be permitted to carry
during the school day, such as lunch kits, pencil bags and purses, will be 6” x 9”. Elementary school students
will be allowed to continue using traditional backpacks.
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e Are elementary students required to use clear backpacks?
No. This policy is in place for grades 6-12 (middle school and high school) only.

e What are the size specifications for the clear
backpack?

There are no size specifications for the clearbackpack.

e Are mesh backpacks allowed?
Mesh backpacks are not allowed. However, mesh bags are allowed for P.E./Athletics only.




e Can the backpack have mesh pockets?
Yes. Mesh side pockets are allowed on the backpack (see example).

e Can the front pocket of the backpack have a mesh organizer?
Yes. A mesh organizer inside the front pocket is allowed (see example).

o Will backpacks with padded backs be accepted?

No. Backpack must have clear visibility through all dimensions excluding the backpack bottom
(see example).

e Are transparent colored backpacks allowed?

No. Colored, transparent backpacks are not allowed (see example). Only fully clear backpacks are
permitted.




e Are stripes allowed on the backpack?
No. Stripes in any location are not allowed on the backpack (see example).

e Can the backpack have colored straps?
Yes. The backpack may have colored straps (see example).

e Are leather reinforcements on the corners of the backpacks allowed?
Yes. Leather reinforcements on the corners are permitted (see example).

e Are company or trademark logos allowed on the front of the backpack?

Yes. Small company and school logos are allowed (see example), but large logos, monograms or other
visual design obstructions are not.




o Will athletic/spirit bags and instrument cases, which are not clear, be allowed oncampus?
Yes, however, these bags must be stored as soon as the student arrives at school. They must be secured
in fine arts classrooms or athletic locker rooms as designated by school instructors.

e Are lunch kits permitted?

Yes. Non-transparent lunch kits no larger than approximately 6” x 9” x 57 (see examples) are
permitted to be carried.
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e Can multiple 6” x 9” bags be carried in schools?

Yes. Students must limit non-transparent 6” x 9” bags (lunch kits, purses, pouches) to two bags (see
examples), regardless of whether they are carried inside or outside the backpack.
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e Are clear totes, clear purses and transparent plastic bags allowed?
Yes. Clear totes, purses and bags are allowed (see examples).
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Are students allowed to have a laptop sleeve in their backpack, or are they required to carry
the laptop sleeve separately?
Yes. A laptop inserted into a laptop sleeve will be permitted in a backpack.

Can I line the inside of the backpack?
No. Fabric, wallpaper or any other material that conceals the contents of the backpack is not
permitted.

Where do | purchase a clear backpack?
Online retailers such as Amazon are currently carrying clear backpacks. We have also reached out to
local businesses such as Walmart, H.E.B. and J.C. Penney to have them available to order.

Is there a health concern related to carrying clear backpacks (exposure to plastic)?
No. According to current United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) research,

chemicals released by plastic backpacks are not stored in the human body, so routine, low level
exposures like touching plastic products or breathing indoor air are unlikely to cause toxicity or
disease. Additional information can be found on the CDC/ATSDR website.

Is this an invasion of privacy?

We understand the concern regarding the privacy of certain items contained within backpacks.
Students will be permitted to carry such items in a small makeup pouch or purse within the backpack.
Any non-transparent pouch, purse, or lunch kit should be no larger than approximately 6” x 9" x 5”.
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https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/Phthalates_FactSheet.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp
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PREGUNTAS SOBRE MOCHILAS TRANSPARENTES:

En un esfuerzo por mejorar las medidas de seguridad actualmente vigentes, SEDRCISD requiere que todos los
estudiantes de secundaria y preparatoria usen mochilas transparentes. Los estudiantes que participan en una
actividad extracurricular pueden llevar bolsas no transparentes para almacenar articulos relacionados con su
actividad particular (es decir, banda, atletismo, etc.). Al ingresar a la escuela, todas las bolsas de actividades
extracurriculares deben almacenarse en areas designadas. Todas las bolsas estan sujetas a un reviso.

Ademas, el tamano maximo para las bolsas no transparentes que los estudiantes de los grados 6-12 podran llevar
durante el dia escolar, como kits de almuerzo, bolsas de lapices y carteras, sera de 6 "x 9". Los estudiantes de
primaria podran continuar usando mochilas tradicionales.
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« ¢Serequiere que los estudiantes de primaria usen mochilas transparentes?
No. Esta politica es solo para los grados 6-12 (escuela intermedia y secundaria).

e ¢Cudles son las especificaciones de tamarfio
parala mochila transparente?
No hay especificaciones de tamafio para la mochila transparente.

o ¢Estan permitidas las mochilas de malla?

Las mochilas de malla no estan permitidas. Sin embargo, las bolsas de malla estan permitidas solo
para P.E./Deportes.




« ¢Puede la mochila tener bolsillos de malla?
Si. Los bolsillos laterales de malla estan permitidos en la mochila (ver ejemplo).

o ¢Puede el bolsillo delantero de la mochila tener un organizador de malla?
Si. Se permite un organizador de malla dentro del bolsillo delantero (ver ejemplo).
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e (Se aceptardn mochilas con respaldo acolchado?

No. La mochila debe tener una visibilidad clara a través de todas las dimensiones, excepto la parte
inferior de la mochila (ver ejemplo).
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e ¢Se permiten mochilas de colores transparentes?

No. No se permiten mochilas de colores transparentes (ver ejemplo). Solo se permiten mochilas
totalmente transparentes.




o ¢Estan permitidas las rayas en la mochila?
No. Las rayas en cualquier lugar no estan permitidas en la mochila (ver ejemplo).

e ¢Puede la mochilatener correas de colores??
Si. La mochila puede tener correas de colores (ver ejemplo).
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e Se permiten refuerzos de cuero en las esquinas de las mochilas?
Si. Se permiten refuerzos de cuero en las esquinas (ver ejemplo).

e ¢Se permiten logotipos de empresas o marcas comerciales en la parte delantera de la mochila?

Si. Los logotipos de pequenas empresas y escuelas estan permitidos (ver ejemplo), pero los logotipos
grandes, monogramas u otras obstrucciones de disefio visual no lo estan.




o ¢Se permitiran las bolsas atléticas / espirituales y los estuches de instrumentos, que no estan
claros, en el campus?
Si, sin embargo, estas bolsas deben almacenarse tan pronto como el estudiante llegue a la escuela. Deben
estar asegurados en aulas de bellas artes o vestuarios deportivos segtn lo designado por los instructores
de la escuela.

e ¢Se permiten loncheras?
Si. Se permite llevar loncheras no transparentes de aproximadamente 6" x 9" x 5" (ver ejemplos).

9"
5 4
.

e ¢Se pueden llevar varias bolsas de 6" x 9" en las escuelas?

Si. Los estudiantes deben limitar las bolsas no transparentes de 6 ' x 9" (kits de almuerzo, carteras,
bolsas) a dos bolsas (ver ejemplos), independientemente de si se llevan dentro o fuera de la mochila.
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o Se permiten bolsas transparentes, bolsos transparentes y bolsas de plastico
transparentes?

Si. Se permiten bolsas transparentes, carteras y bolsos (ver ejemplos).
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¢ Se les permite alos estudiantes tener una funda para computadora portatil en su mochila, o
se les exige que lleven la funda de la computadora portétil por separado?

Si. Se permitira una computadora portatil insertada en una funda para computadora portatil en una
mochila.

¢Puedo forrar el interior de la mochila?
No. No se permite tela, papel tapiz o cualquier otro material que oculte el contenido de la
mochila.

¢Dbénde compro una mochila transparente?

Los minoristas en linea como Amazon actualmente llevan mochilas transparentes. También nos hemos
comunicado con empresas locales como Walmart, H.E.B. y J.C. Penney para tenerlos disponibles para
ordenar.

¢Existe un problema de salud relacionado con llevar mochilas transparentes (exposicion al
plastico)?

No. Segtn la investigacion actual del Centro para el Control y la Prevencion de Enfermedades (CDC)
de los Estados Unidos, es poco probable que los productos quimicos liberados por las mochilas de
plastico no se almacenen en el cuerpo humano, por lo que es poco probable que las exposiciones
rutinarias y de bajo nivel, como tocar productos de plastico o respirar aire interior, causen toxicidad o
enfermedades. Se puede encontrar informacion adicional en el sitio web de CDC/ATSDR .

¢Es esto unainvasioén de la privacidad?

Entendemos la preocupacion con respecto a la privacidad de ciertos articulos contenidos dentro de las
mochilas. A los estudiantes se les permitira llevar dichos articulos en una pequena bolsa de maquillaje o
bolso dentro de la mochila. Cualquier bolsa, bolso o kit de almuerzo no transparente no debe ser mas
grande que aproximadamente 6 'x 9" x 5"
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https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/Phthalates_FactSheet.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp

	Press Release_2023-2024 BACK-TO-SCHOOL REMINDER - CLEAR BACKPACK POLICY REMAINS IN EFFECT FOR 6-12TH GRADE STUDENTS
	Clear Backpack FAQ_SFDR
	Clear Backpack FAQ_SFDR (Spanish)

